
Latin America Vocabulary 
 

1. basin- an area of land that is drained by a river and its tributaries 
 

2. colonization- the action or process of settling among and establishing control over the 
indigenous people of an area 

 
3. Columbian Exchange- an interchange of plants, animals, diseases, people, and culture between 

the Western and Eastern hemispheres following the voyages of Columbus 
 

4. communist state- a state with a form of government characterized by single-party rule which 
claims to follow communism 

 
5. conquest- the act or process of conquering a territory to acquire land and riches 

 
6. conquistador- a Spanish conqueror 

 
7. cultural diffusion- the process of spreading cultural traits from one region to another 

 
8. death rate- the number of deaths per one thousand people per year 

 
9. deforestation- clearing forests to use the area for other purposes 

 
10. demography- the study of human population in terms of numbers, especially birth rates, death 

rates, ethnic composition, age and gender distributions 
 

11. diversity- being composed of many distinct and different parts 
 

12. ethnic group- a group of people with a common racial, national, tribal, religious, or cultural 
background 

 
13. Gross Domestic Product (GDP)- the total dollar value of all final goods and services produced in 

a country during a single year 
 

14. human rights- the rights belonging to all individuals 
 

15. indigenous- living or existing naturally in a particular place 
 

16. infant mortality- number of deaths of children under one year of age per 1000 live births 
occurring among the population of a geographical area during the same year 

 
17. labor force- all of the members of a population who are able to work 

 
18. life expectancy- the average period that a person may expect to live 

 
19. literacy rate- the total percent of the population who can read and write 

 
20. Mestizo- a person of mixed race, specifically one having Spanish and indigenous descent 



 
21. migrant worker- a person who moves to another country or area in order to find work 

 
22. Mulatto- a person with one white and one black parent 

 
23. North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)- an agreement among the US, Canada, and 

Mexico designed to remove tariff barriers between the three countries  
 

24. non-renewable resource- refers to natural resources that cannot be remade or replenished 
 

25. per capita income- the average income earned per persona in a given area in a specified year 
 

26. poverty rate- the percentage of people whose income falls below the poverty line 
 

27. rain forest- a dense stand of trees and other vegetation that receives a great deal of 
precipitation each year 

 
28. religion- a particular system of faith and worship 

 
29. renewable resource- refers to natural resource that can be replenished naturally 

 
30. Ring of Fire- an area where large numbers of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions occur in the 

basin  of the Pacific Ocean 
 

31. rural- describes an area that is lightly populated 
 

32. standard of living- level at which a person, a group, or a nation lives as measured by the extent 
to which it meets its needs 

 
33. terrace farming- a method of farming, invented by the Inca people, that has made cultivation of 

crops on hilly or mountainous regions possible 
 

34. transportation barrier-geographic features that prevent or slow down transportation, like the 
Amazon rainforest, Amazon river, and Andes Mountains 

 
35. urban- describes an area that is densely populated 

 
36. transportation barrier-geographic features that prevent or slow down transportation, like the 

Amazon rainforest, Amazon river, and Andes Mountains 
 

37. urban- describes an area that is densely populated 
 


